
 
 

 

A trip down memory lane 
 

 



Recently I heard that Canon Bayldon had some old photos of the church taken 

when it was undergoing renovation and re-ordering during his tenure as parish 

priest here – so sometime between 1982 and 1995 (some of you will know a 

more exact date) if they were the changes he made.     
 

Trying to work out what changes have been made over the years has so far been 

a matter of detective work, but now I have some photographic evidence that 

helps to tell that story.  I thought you might be interested in a little trip through 

that history – history some of you will be familiar with and if you can add 

anything to the story, or if I am wrong in any of my guesswork, please let me 

know. 
 

As was the case in all churches pre-Vatican II, the baptismal font was originally 

located just inside the back door of the church.  The stone niche in the corner 

would have held the oils and other items required for the sacrament.   During 

the reordering it was relocated to the front of the church so that baptisms could 

be celebrated during Mass and in a place where they were more easily seen.  

 
 

              
 
In the years immediately following Vatican II altars that could be moved to the 

middle of sanctuary were relocated.  When they couldn’t be moved, as with 

ours, a new altar was installed and, at the same time, the altar rails would have 

been removed.   In the first photo over the page I’m not quite sure how 

communion was distributed as the front benches seem to be right up against the 

first step of the sanctuary.  And I can’t help wondering what happened to that 

very nice wooden presidential chair next to the altar?  Whenever the picture was 

taken the two angels above the altar had already been taken down (they were 

restored in 2016).  Also the statue of Our Lady (now in the choir area) was still 



in its original position on a high plinth to the right of the sanctuary as you can 

see on the extreme right of this picture.  

 

 
                               

                            
 

 



What is now the choir area was originally what was called a chantry chapel 

reserved for the exclusive use of “the family” – the Meynells who built the 

church and gifted it to the diocese.  It was accessed by a private entrance and 

the wooden screen shown in the photo afforded the family a degree of privacy. 

The photo is date stamped November 1987 so obviously the screen was still in 

place then.  Another photo shows the screen stripped of its varnish which 

wouldn’t have been done if it was planned to remove it – which suggests that 

happened at a later date.    

 

      
 

                       
 

During the course of the renovation a great deal of repair work was carried out 

to the walls and ceiling, and the colour scheme was changed from pale blue to 

its present cream.   There were two small twin doorways beneath the statue of 

Our Lady – one of which I would guess accessed a confessional in the sacristy, 

the other could have been the door between the sacristy and sanctuary.  This 

next photo shows what they looked like from the inside. 

 

 



          
 

This next photo is rather interesting and shows what looks like a fireplace and 

chimney breast (there is a chimney on the roof of the sacristy).  It seems odd 

(but no doubt typical!) that the priest had his own source of heat where he 

vested while the people had to make do with a more general system of heating 

in the church.  The original system was piped hot water (from the boiler room 

under the sacristy) along iron pipes that ran under grilles on either side of the 

centre aisle – which I can’t image did much at all to the heat the church.  This 

system was later replaced by a number of others: under-bench heaters, electric 

fire type heaters on the walls above people’s heads, and finally the air blown 

gas-fired heaters we have now.  The recess of the fireplace, if that’s what it is, is 

now used for a different purpose. 
 

                      
 



With the original door from the sacristy to the sanctuary closed off, a new 

doorway was knocked through the wall into what became the choir area.  I was 

able to take what had been the family’s private entrance porch and which was 

being used as a cleaners’ cupboard, and turn it into a much-needed toilet 

facility. 
 

                                         
 

The front garden wall originally had a gate just about opposite the front door of 

the current presbytery.  At some point it was bricked up and a new garden gate 

created at the other end of the house toward the parish hall.  That was more 

recently enlarged to create a driveway entrance – the house never having had a 

drive in which to park.  Much of the low brick walling in the front garden was 

crumbling and was removed to make way for the drive. 

 

 

 

The original presbytery was the house next to the parish hall, and it had a 

pathway that led from the side door of the house, through the garden, to what 

was the original vehicle access road into Yarm School.  A gate in the wall 

opposite enabled the priest to take a short cut to the back door of the church 

 



across the land now occupied by the presbytery.  That gate was bricked up 

presumably when the “new” presbytery was built in 1959.   
 

The presbytery itself is pretty much the same on the outside with the exception 

of the kitchen.  The original kitchen was quite small, but I think the floor plan 

was extended to accommodate three toilets side-by-side: one to serve as a 

downstairs facility for the house, and two that were accessed from the back 

garden presumably to serve the church (which had never had a toilet facility).  

In more recent years the single toilet was removed and converted into a laundry 

room (where the door is in the photo), and the two church toilets were also 

removed, the dividing wall demolished, and the kitchen enlarged into that space 

(where the oven, hob and counter top are).  I have just had a further extension 

added to create a downstairs toilet once again and which also serves as a 

laundry room. 

 

 
 

             

  
 

 

 

At the end of 2018 we carried out a complete redesign and renovation of our 

parish hall, removing the redundant stage (first picture below) and using the 



area it had occupied to provide a larger, fully equipped, kitchen and better toilet 

facilities including one with disabled access.   

 
        (photo c/o Liz & Rob Huntley) 

 
 

             
 

                               
 

 
 
 

 



(thought to be pre-1914) 

 
 

 

 
 


