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A Covid Diary 
(February 2020 – March 2021) 

 

(February, 2020)  No one outside of medical science had even heard of the 

coronavirus before it first hit the headlines this month.  Who had even heard of 

the Chinese city of Wuhan until then?  The situation there (which had possibly 

begun as early as November or December) was unfortunate - with shops and 

businesses being forced to close down and people being confined to their homes 

- but it was happening to other people on the other side of the world and there 

was nothing to indicate that the rest of the world had anything to worry about.  

But then the virus began to spread, with infected international travellers 

unknowingly carrying it with them and by the time other countries realised what 

was happening, it was too late. Within three weeks the entire population of the 

world (7¾ billion people) was supposed to be in lockdown - although that was 

easier to achieve in some countries than in others.  By the last week in February, 

people in this country were reporting symptoms of the virus and we were given 

advice on how to avoid spreading it by using tissues when coughing or 

sneezing, and washing our hands regularly and thoroughly.  Those most at risk 

were identified as the over-70s and those with underling health problems. 
 

(February 27
th
)  In an effort to reduce the risk of passing on the virus, our 

Bishops’ Conference issued a directive that we should stop offering the chalice 

at Mass and shaking hands at the “Sign of Peace”.  This directive has taken 

priests a little by surprise with some following it and some not, meanwhile the 

celebration of Mass continues as usual.  

The infection rate throughout the country continued to rise, and so the directive 

was repeated but this time it also included removing hymn books (which are 

handled by everyone) and for the same reason not handing round collection 

plates, and also removing the holy water stoups from our churches.  All of this 

was to be fully implemented in all parishes by the weekend of March 7
th
/8

th
.     

 

(March 12
th
)  The Government is asking us to consider the fact that unnecessary 

public gatherings are not a good idea as they serve only to increase the risk of 

the virus being passed on – especially by people who might be infected but 

without any obvious symptoms.  The priests of our diocese were supposed to 

attend a conference in York today and while the government hasn’t yet said that 

such gatherings shouldn’t take place, I personally felt the conference should 

have been called off given that, the virus having a 5-day incubation period, no 

one would know whether they might have been exposed to it at last weekend’s 

parish Masses and it seemed to me there was no need to put us all at 

unnecessary risk attending a conference that could just as easily be postponed to 

a safer time.  I decided not to attend. 
 

(March 14
th
/15

th
) It is clear that the virus is on the increase.  Our Bishops’ 

Conference hasn’t yet said anything about the celebration of Mass and so the 
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diocese hasn’t issued any guidance on the subject and so Masses went ahead as 

usual this weekend.  The Government, on the other hand, is now recommending 

that people shouldn’t gather unnecessarily and, if my parish is anything to go 

by, people were already deciding for themselves not to go to Mass even without 

any official declaration by the Church that they were excused their Sunday 

obligation.  As a result Mass attendance was down by about a third. 
 

(March 17
th
)  The Government is by now making even stronger appeals to 

people not to gather unnecessarily, and the practice of “social distancing” is 

being strongly recommended.  Consequently there were only about eight people 

at Mass yesterday even though it is Lent, whereas there would normally be at 

least a couple of dozen.   
 

(March 19
th
)  I had been considering the fact that continuing to schedule daily 

Mass is creating a reason for people to come together and clearly this is contrary 

to what the Government is now saying.  I therefore made the decision to at least 

cancel weekday Masses until further notice, but then today the diocese finally 

announced that all Masses (weekday and Sunday) were to be cancelled as from 

tomorrow in line with a directive received from the Bishops’ Conference.  At 

the same time we were urged to leave our churches open during the day so 

people could still call in the pray.  Our church is always open anyway and so 

that continued to be the case. 

The last-minute nature of the announcement didn’t provide the opportunity to 

let people know publicly, and so I have telephoned everyone in the parish for 

whom I had a registration form and phone number to inform them that all 

Masses are now cancelled.  I am using our church door to post information 

during the coming days to keep people appraised of what is going on, and have 

removed the normal newsletter page from the parish website and replaced it 

with a regular update as situations change.   
 

(Monday 23
rd

)  We went into a UK-wide lockdown today.  Pubs, restaurants, 

theatres, cinemas, gyms, and places of worship were closed with immediate 

effect.     

It was suggested that we might be able to stream the celebration of Mass so 

people who had access to the internet could watch it at home even though, 

obviously, they weren’t able to receive communion.  Unfortunately my 

broadband signal can’t be received in church and so we aren’t able to live-

stream the Mass, but we have set up a camera in church so that we can record 

the Vigil Mass and then post it on-line ready for Sunday and people can then 

watch it whenever they are able to.  People are aware that a number of parishes 

are live-streaming Sunday Mass (as opposed to our recorded efforts) but find it 

comforting being able to join in even a recorded Mass from their own parish 

church.  
 



3 

 

In the week that we received the directive against public gatherings, communion 

visits to nursing homes and the housebound had to stop, and priests making 

visits to anoint the sick and dying are subject to strict “barrier nursing” 

practices.  We have also been instructed that baptisms, first communions, 

confirmations and wedding are to be postponed, and funerals have to be just a 

brief service at the crematorium or graveside in either case attended only by the 

immediate family.   
 

(March 26
th
) I have just returned from conducting my first funeral under those 

restrictions – just a graveside service in this case.  There were only four family 

members there, but I tried to make it as comforting and supportive a service as I 

could under the circumstances, helped by the fact that it was a glorious spring 

morning weather-wise.  It was also nice to be out of the house and at the edge of 

open countryside after these first few days of having to stay in.    
 

There have been a lot of references in recent days to the “wartime spirit” “the 

spirit of the Blitz” - something that tends to be increasingly viewed through 

rose-tinted glasses the more the years pass.  Even in wartime there were spivs 

and profiteers taking advantage of the chaos in the country for their own ends, 

but this tends to be forgotten.  It has been truly unedifying to see supermarket 

shelves stripped bare by people grabbing as much as they could whilst the going 

was good regardless of the fact that other people may have had to do without as 

a consequence of their “I’m alright Jack” attitude.  I’m reminded of the situation 

of the Israelites in the wilderness and God’s miraculous gift to them of manna 

when they were hungry.  He told Moses quite clearly that the people were only 

to gather “the day’s portion – enough for their needs, one omer a head”, but 

many didn’t trust God’s providence and gathered up more than they needed. 

 And Moses said to them, ‘No one must keep any of it for tomorrow’.  But 

 some would not listen and kept part of it for the following day,  and it 

 bred maggots and smelt foul.  

It’s too bad the same thing didn’t happen as people leave the supermarket with 

their trolleys laden!   
 

There have also been reports of individuals knocking on the doors of the elderly 

and vulnerable conning them into giving them money (or even their credit 

cards) to go and buy food and other essentials for them and, of course, never 

coming back.  Words fail me.  That situation has been off-set to some extent by 

the fact that within two days of the Government’s appeal on March 25
th

 for 

250,000 volunteers to come forward to assist the efforts of NHS staff, an 

unbelievable 600,000 had offered their services – a number that eventually rose 

to around 750,000. 
 

I’m looking out of my window at a beautiful spring day.  It’s hard to believe 

there’s a killer virus out there but there is and that’s why we are all inside. 
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(March 28
th
)  The Bishop of Leeds, the Rt Rev Nick Baines, writing in the 

Yorkshire Post today said: “Outside my window everything is quiet: no planes 

in the sky, no cars on the road, no children playing in the park.  It feels like we 

are waiting for something to happen – for the promised escalation in deaths and 

casualties from the invisible virus that is sweeping the globe.  It feels 

uncomfortable.  Waiting always does, especially when we know we have no 

control over what might happen next.  This experience might seem strange to 

us, but it is how most of the world’s population lives every day.  The difference 

is that we, in the West, have taken a rare sense of continuity and security for 

granted and have been seduced into thinking that we can control our lives and 

our destiny.  What we are currently enduring will, if we’ll let it, strip away some 

of the false securities and illusions we have grown to assume.”  
 

We haven’t really heard too much about the children - or at least those old 

enough to know what’s going on.  How are they dealing with this crisis and the 

possibility that they might not be able to return to school (and having to do 

home schooling) until after the summer?  Some may have heard that young 

people are not as much at risk of catching the virus so that may have relieved 

some of their concerns, however the group that has proved to be most at risk is 

the elderly (which would include their grandparents) and those with underlying 

health issues (which could even include their parents).  Has anyone been 

helping them deal with their fears that they could suddenly lose parents and 

grandparents to the disease?  
 

(March 30
th
)  Today we began using a conference call system which will make 

it possible to live-stream weekday morning Mass from my house via my laptop 

to as many people as have an internet connection and can log-on to the site.  I’m 

celebrating Mass in my house because my broadband signal won’t extend to the 

church, but I’m sure people won’t mind that more informal setting.  It’s very 

different celebrating daily Mass live on a conference call.  Although, as on 

Sundays, there is no one else physically present, it feels like there is because I 

can see several faces across the top of my laptop screen of those taking part in 

the conference, as they can also, and so it feels as if there are other people 

present though at a distance – not unlike, in a way, having five or six people 

present at Mass in church all sitting in the back row! 
 

(March 31
st
)  Three weeks ago concern was expressed when the number of UK 

deaths from the virus rose from 35 to 53 in the space of a day.  Yesterday 381 

people died, the largest number so far in a day, bringing the UK total to 1789.  I 

was talking on the phone with someone today who said the television news 

broadcasts are getting so depressing, nothing but doom and gloom all the time, 

which had been my thoughts also in recent days.  Not to deny for a moment the 

extreme seriousness of the coronavirus situation and the very realistic threat that 

it poses, especially if we don’t follow the official guidelines, but the population 
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of the UK is currently over 67 million which puts the death rate, as tragic as it 

is, a little more into perspective than the news broadcasts tend to do.  And only 

occasionally do they make any reference to how many people who have had the 

virus have recovered.  A little encouragement in that regard just at the moment 

wouldn’t go amiss.    
 

In the last couple of days, since the police were given powers to challenge 

people who are out and about when we are all supposed to be in social 

lockdown, we have heard all kinds of accusations about heavy-handedness and 

even ridiculous suggestions that we are becoming a police state!  Sadly we are 

reaping the whirlwind of our do-gooder liberal social policies and practices.  

We have at least two generations who have never heard the word “no”, or have 

learned that if they ignore it, it makes no difference – nothing ever happens, no 

chastising, no punishment, nothing.  And so, even in the face of essential 

lockdown policies aimed at protecting one another and our society from the 

spread of the virus – literally to save lives - still we have people out and about 

for no essential reason, determined to ignore the prohibitions and do whatever 

they want to do because it’s “their right”, and then blaming the police for trying 

to do their unenviable job.   
 

It’s been interesting to see video clips of celebrities on the television news.  

Normally we have no idea where they are or what they doing, but just at the 

moment they are all at home “confined to barracks” just like the rest of us.  One 

of them, British astronaut Tim Peake, was featured in today’s paper.  He’s been 

through all of this before having spent 186 days confined to the International 

Space Station 256 miles above the earth.  In a situation like that you can’t just 

go outside for a breath of fresh air whenever you feel like it.  He did get outside 

once for a so-called “spacewalk”, but it was hardly like popping down to the 

corner shop for a pint of milk and loaf of bread!   
 

In response to the threat of regular hospital ICUs being overwhelmed by rising 

admission rates, conference centres and other large facilities in various locations 

throughout the country have been converted into “Nightingale Hospitals”.  The 

first of these opened today (April 3
rd

) in London.   
 

(April 5
th

)  Sitting in my office looking out at the High Street every day I don’t 

think I have ever seen so many people walking dogs before – which is one of 

the permitted reasons for people being out of their houses.  I can’t help 

wondering whether someone is renting dogs to people so they can take them for 

walks!  I’m sure the little terrier that just went past used to be an Alsatian but it 

has been walked so many times its legs have worn down! 
 

Government officials have now changed their tune on the subject of people 

wearing face masks.  It had been said that they don’t provide any significant 

protection for those who are wearing them, but may prevent the spread of the 
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virus from the wearer who might not know they are a carrier.  Finally they are 

saying that masks might offer protection after all.  (Many people in Asian cities 

wear masks as a matter of course against traffic fumes so it would seem they do 

provide a barrier.)  When anyone has mentioned the initial official opinion to 

me that masks are ineffective, I go back to 1976/77 when, as a Jesuit novice, as 

part of our pastoral experiences, I was involved in social services supporting 

families attending a cancer research centre in Seattle where (at that time) the 

process of bone marrow transplantation was being pioneered.  Once patients had 

had their immune system suppressed, the risk of infection was extremely high 

and could be fatal, and so they were in special rooms with outward-flowing 

filtered air condition systems - so no air from outside the room could reach 

them.  Even then anyone entering the room, even though they were also 

separated from the patient by a plastic screen, was required to wear a face mask 

because it was felt that it provided an additional barrier against any risk of 

infecting the patient.  The masks were a new development at the time and were 

said to be a slight redesign (by 3M) of the stiffened cups in ladies bras!  The 

ability of the masks to provide an effective a barrier was further demonstrated 

when patients for whom the treatment had been successful travelled home 

afterwards (most by plane to different parts of the United States and overseas) 

and were required to wear a mask as a safeguard against any risk of infection.     
 

(April 6
th

)  The Prime Minister was admitted to hospital today suffering from 

coronavirus symptoms.  

Deaths from the coronavirus in the UK rose by 439 in the last 24hrs to a new 

total of 5373 and yet still people are defying the requirement to stay at home, 

and for social distancing if they do have to go out for essential reasons.  Ahead 

of the fine weather this past weekend Secretary of State, Matt Hancock, in his 

daily press briefing, pleaded with people to stay home and help to save lives, yet 

still there were pictures on the news today of the police having to talk to people 

(even groups of people not socially distanced) who had clearly ignored 

everything they had been told.  Quite apart from the risk to lives (their own or, 

more seriously, other people’s), this sort of defiance could yet result in the 

imposition of the more severe curfew-type lockdown that we have seen in other 

countries.  Is that what they want?     
 

(April 8
th

)  The Prime Minister is now in ICU. 

There was a rather confusing report in the paper today concerning the 

Archbishop of Canterbury urging Church of England clergy not to celebrate 

live-streamed services from their empty churches during the Easter weekend.  

He seemed to be afraid that if, on this most important feast in the Christian 

calendar, people knew services were going on inside otherwise locked churches, 

they may be tempted to congregate outside despite the requirement for social 

isolation.  He also seemed to be suggesting that, under pressure, some clergy 

might permit people to sneak into church via their house if it was linked to the 
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church (the church therefore remaining locked as instructed).  And so he urged 

the clergy to live-stream services from their house rather than from church 

where, presumably, he hoped they wouldn’t be willing to put themselves or 

their families at risk by letting even a handful of other people come in.  Does he 

not trust his clergy to follow the Government’s directives?  And would they be 

foolish enough to live-stream their defiance to the internet for all to see?  Easter 

may well be the most important feast on the Christian calendar, but this year our 

church celebrations simply can’t take their traditional form.   
 

(April 10
th
) With warmer weather forecast this Easter weekend, the authorities 

are desperately urging people to stay at home other than for essential reasons 

and therefore not to visit parks, beaches, and tourist spots no matter how nice 

the weather might be.  Nevertheless there are helicopter and drone pictures on 

the news today of people sunbathing and picnicking in parks anyway - clearly 

defying the regulations that are in place and everything the authorities are 

telling us.  It doesn’t matter that those who are not family groups may be 

socially distancing themselves from other people, they are not supposed to be 

outside at all and their defiance and self-centredness could be putting lives in 

danger and prolonging this pandemic… but apparently they don’t care.   This 

attitude could make it necessary to enforce the lockdown with police and troops 

on the streets as we have seen in other countries, and that will be their fault -

though no doubt they will blame anybody but themselves if it happens.   

(Two nights ago Greater Manchester Police received over a thousand reports of 

social gatherings, and even street parties, in defiance of the regulations.  Just 

imagine: people are holding street parties while other people are dying!)  
 

(April 16
th
)  This week we had the truly uplifting story of ex-army Captain Tom 

Moore who, two weeks before his 100
th

 birthday, set himself the target of (with 

his walking frame) walking one hundred laps of his garden with the aim of 

raising £1000 to support the NHS in its struggle against the coronavirus.  By the 

time he completed his hundredth lap he had raised an unbelievable £18million. 

(Less than a week later the figure had reached over £27million!)  His efforts 

were the first item on the daily coronavirus briefing from 10 Downing Street 

yesterday, and amongst all the celebrity and NHS messages of praise and thanks 

there are calls for him to be knighted – and rightly so.  One of the men doing 

work on my house when the virus first took hold said: “Some good things will 

come out of this; people will do heroic acts.”  He was right.  And we have also 

seen the selfless dedication of frontline health workers and carers, working all 

hours to cope with the overwhelming flood of the victims of the virus, and for 

some time having to do so without protective gowns and masks – many then 

becoming sick themselves.  This has led to a weekly outpouring of gratitude and 

support in the form of public applause across the nation at 8pm on 

Thursdays.  Unfortunately Yarm High Street doesn’t constitute your typical 

neighbourhood and so no one was outside clapping, or even doing so from an 
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open window - such is the impersonal nature of a town centre.  And standing 

there by myself I didn’t clap either: men in white jackets come and take people 

away for things like that!  Instead I chose to pray for our frontline workers, 

which hopefully will have done more good than clapping my hands.  
 

I don’t know whether it’s just me, but being confined to home during the 

lockdown sometimes makes it difficult to remember what day of the week it is.  

Many people have had to abandon their normally routine, and without the usual 

markers that distinguish one day from another in terms of what we normally do 

or where we might go, one day is much like another.  At least I have my pill 

dispenser with the day on each compartment and can quickly check that if I 

need a reminder!   Four weeks into this lockdown (April 17
th
) and I still keep 

getting the feeling that I should be doing something, or suddenly thinking 

there’s somewhere I should be.  And then it dawns on me that I’m confined to 

the house and have absolutely nothing to do other than what I create for myself 

to do to pass the time. 
 

There is a growing call – particularly amongst Opposition politicians and from 

industry – for the Government to publish an “exit strategy” from the current 

lockdown.  People are looking to other countries where the lockdown is being 

eased in stages and are calling for the same process to be introduced here.  Yes, 

obviously, we would all like to see an end to our social isolation, but can’t 

people see that without a vaccination in place, any attempted return to normal 

life could prove to be disastrous?  Do they really want to risk a return to 

hundreds of people dying every day and a lockdown in place once again when it 

would be safer to ease our way out of this one only as and when it is as safe as 

possible to do so?    
 

(April 22
nd

)  Today I had my first funeral at a crematorium since the social 

isolation policies were put in place and only the third time I have had a reason 

to be out driving.  It was a beautiful day and, apart from the fact that there was 

so little traffic on the roads, it was hard to remember that things weren’t normal 

on the other side of my windscreen.  The service of committal was necessarily 

brief and with only about four of the eight family members permitted by the 

crematorium in attendance.  Interestingly a large screen television was set up 

outside so anyone who wasn’t allowed inside could watch and hear the service 

from outside – though obviously still subject to social distancing.  But now, 

after 45mins of relative freedom, I’m back home and locked down once again!   
 

(April 27
th
) This morning’s Yorkshire Post carried reports of North Yorkshire 

police issuing a number of fixed penalty notices over the weekend to motorists 

making non-essential trips, many of them, it said, people travelling to North 

Yorkshire from West Yorkshire and beyond for a day out, to camp, to have a 

barbecue, and so on!  I’m sure this sort of behaviour was repeated throughout 

the country on a weekend of fine weather.   
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It was reported today that in the last month 3,200 fines had been issued by the 

police to people breaking the social distancing requirements.  What is wrong 

with these people?  Yes, many people may well be getting toward the end of 

their tether with this lockdown, but everyone owes it to everyone else to 

exercise some self-discipline and consideration for others instead of this self-

centred “I’m alright Jack” “I’ll do whatever I want to” disregard for the fact that 

they could be putting lives at risk. 
 

(April 27
th
)  The Prime Minister made his first public appearance today after 

almost losing his life to the virus.  He appealed for people to continue their 

efforts at social distancing and respecting the lockdown.  It’s good to see 

numbers gradually coming down, but they could just as easily spike again if 

people think that downward trend is a licence to relax the lockdown and return 

to social gathering once again.  The virus isn’t under control, we have no 

vaccine against it, and if were to return to the same social freedoms we had 

before the pandemic, we could see it begin to spread once again with tens of 

thousands more people dying, and we could be in social lockdown until a 

vaccine is available and the entire country has been treated with it.  Is that really 

what we want to risk happening for the sake of a little more patience?    
 

(May 2
nd

)  Whoever would have thought – six weeks in lockdown.  I hope 

barbers are one of the first businesses they allow to reopen (even if we have to 

go one at a time and wear a mask) because I badly need a haircut.  It won’t be a 

concern to the PM because his hair always looks like it needs cutting!  I’m not 

going to try cutting it myself even though it might repair itself before we are 

allowed out, because I have to celebrate Mass live to the internet each day and 

someone would be bound to notice.  
 

(May 3
rd

)  A survey has revealed that 25% of respondents said they have 

watched or listened to a religious service during the lockdown, one-in-five of 

them saying they had never gone to church prior to the crisis.  Only 6% of them 

said they attended a service or religious meeting once a week prior to the 

lockdown.  5% said they had turned to prayer having never prayed before. 
 

(May 6
th

) On March 31
st
 I mentioned that 381 people had died in the previous 

24hrs – the highest daily figure up to then – bringing the total to a very 

concerning 1789.  Since then we have seen the daily total hovering around the 

700-800 mark on a regular basis and, while that figure has gradually fallen to 

more regularly around half that number, yesterday it was reported that the total 

number of deaths in the UK has now exceeded 30,000 - the highest mortality 

rate in Europe.  That is a quite  shocking toll given that just weeks ago we were 

watching people in Spain and Italy dying in what seemed almost apocalyptic 

numbers.  It had been said some time ago that we were about two weeks behind 

those countries, which has proved to be the case – and worse.  Inevitably there 

are calls for a public enquiry into how and why that has happened.  But as we 
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listen to the daily press briefings from Downing Street, the thought keeps 

occurring as to how such huge numbers of people (even allowing for those with 

underlying health problems) continue to contract the virus if the vast majority of 

us are hand-washing, staying at home, and social distancing as we have been 

urged to do.  Even the Prime Minister, who as the main advocate of this policy 

surely observed it himself – contracted the virus.  Nothing is ever said on the 

subject.    
 

Today, on the Isle of Wight, a system was introduced on a trial basis whereby 

people could download an app onto their mobile phones and then self-report 

should they develop symptoms of the virus.  The system would then make it 

possible to identify anyone who had been in contact with them by tracking the 

location signal given off by their mobile phones and they could then be tested.  

But then, glass half empty syndrome, all the do-gooders are up in arms about 

privacy and breaching of civil liberties!  First of all no one is being forced to 

download the app – it’s a matter of personal choice - and, secondly, we all gave 

up our civil liberties six weeks ago when we chose to go into lockdown.  Do 

these objectors not see that such a system is for the common good and defeating 

this virus by whatever means we can surely has to have priority over any other 

concerns? 
 

Entering into the 8
th

 week of lockdown, it is becoming increasingly clear that it 

is unlikely we’ll be allowed to gather in our churches for the celebration of 

Mass for some time yet and will therefore have to continue live-streaming our 

celebrations - not only while the lockdown continues but also for a while 

afterwards until people feel safe gathering in church once again.  And so we are 

now beginning to look at how we can install a fixed system in church to provide 

live-streamed Masses, but also – and we’ve never done this before – to do so on 

a permanent basis for the sick and housebound of our parish.  The pandemic is 

going to bring about many changes in the way we do things from now on and 

this may be one of them.    
 

(May 13
th

)  Today the Government has allowed  estate agents to open once 

again and house sales to recommence meaning that while (supposedly to try to 

keep the virus from spreading) family members are still not allowed to visit one 

another, complete strangers can come into a seller’s house to look around!  And 

having allowed selected areas of business to open up again inevitably increasing 

use of public transport, the Government still hasn’t made the wearing of face 

masks compulsory.  Surely any barrier is better than no barrier at all if the 

Government is serious about reducing the risk of the virus spreading.  And then 

today police have been told that they have no authority to enforce social 

distancing! - you couldn’t make it up.  A human rights group director is quoted 

as saying, “This pandemic is a public health crisis, not a criminal justice issue” 

– which may well be true, but so what?  It’s all about “rights” with these people, 
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but never about social duties and responsibilities.  When this pandemic 

emerged, the Government should have declared a state of emergency which 

would have given the police the powers to do whatever was necessary to do the 

job that was expected of them.   

(With the possibility of schools being reopened next month, one of the news 

programmes was looking at how they had successfully gone about doing this in 

Denmark.  They interviewed a couple of primary school children and their 

English was perfect.  How many children in this country can speak English 

properly let alone Danish!)   
 

(May 15
th

 – two months in lockdown!)  It was reported today that 14,244 fines 

have been issued so far to people in breach of coronavirus legislation.  That’s a 

lot of people who apparently couldn’t care less about putting other people’s 

lives at risk.  Again we are reaping the whirlwind of our liberal attitudes toward 

discipline. 

Workers were asked to return to work this week if they couldn’t work from 

home.  This immediately caused social distancing problems on public transport 

of course.  Needless to say traffic on the roads has picked up noticeably.   
 

(May 23
rd

)  We heard in the news today about Dominic Cummings (senior 

special adviser to the Prime Minister) and his wife driving 250 miles from 

London to Durham in March to take his child to family members there because 

his wife had symptoms of the virus and he wanted to make sure his children 

were being cared for if he too developed the symptoms.  The Government’s 

instructions to us at the time were that if anyone in our family showed signs of 

the virus, we should self-isolate for 14 days, and yet here is this senior advisor 

to the PM defying those instructions.  And then, in a demonstration of shear 

hypocrisy, photographers and reporters and news crews outside of Mr 

Cumming’s house, determined to get photos of him accused of breaking the 

lockdown rules, were themselves gathered in a typical huddle with no 2m social 

distancing between them!!  Despite all the demands that Cummings resign or be 

sacked, the Prime Minister fully accepted his explanation for his actions and 

refused to take any further action.  This has not gone down well and has been 

very damaging to the PM.    

 

(June 1
st
)  After a system of testing and tracing was introduced at the end of last 

week, the lockdown in England began to be eased in terms of who can meet and 

in what numbers.  As of today up to six people can gather outside, but those 

from different households must continue to follow social distancing guidelines.  

The statement that people may go through the house on the way to the garden 

for example, inevitably raised the question of whether visitors were allowed 

back in the house to use the toilet!  Some schools reopened for particular year 

groups, however many parents are still unsure and have elected not to let their 

children return.  Outdoor markets and car showrooms were allowed to open 



12 

 

from today, and “shielded” (vulnerable) individuals were allowed out of their 

homes for the first time.  The number of confirmed coronavirus cases fell to its 

lowest level since the lockdown began, as did deaths from the virus (111) - but 

this was a Monday when some weekend numbers may not yet have been 

reported.  
 

(June 5
th
)  The UK death toll from the coronavirus passed the 40,000 mark. 

Figures for deaths over the weekend fell to 77, but being the weekend they 

might be slightly underreported.  Thankfully, however, it is the first time they 

have fallen below 100 since the lockdown began. 
 

(June 15
th

)  As the numbers continue to fall, social distancing and social 

gathering rules are starting to be relaxed – let’s hope not prematurely.  As of 

today all previously non-essential shops and businesses have opened again but 

with strict controls on numbers being admitted at any one time, one-way 

systems are in operation, and social distancing is being observed when queuing 

outside and shopping inside. 

Churches are being allowed to reopen for private prayer visits only and subject 

to those same one-way systems and social distancing controls.  Our diocese has 

issued various directives requiring floor plans, separation measures, and risk-

assessments to be submitted for approval, as well as provisions for stewarding 

and teams of cleaners, before any church can reopen.  All of this is only for 

private prayer visits - we’re not even talking yet about Masses and other 

services which would place even greater demands on us.  In the case of our own 

church it would be impossible to implement these requirements satisfactorily 

and so, for the time being at least, it will have to remain closed.  I don’t think 

the majority of parishioners want to take any unnecessary risks when they don’t 

need to be in church to pray anyway.     
 

(June 22
nd

)  Today’s numbers (including just 15 reported deaths) were the 

lowest yet since mid-March.  Admittedly it’s Monday and the weekend figures 

and likely to be slightly under-reported, but it’s an encouraging situation 

nonetheless.   
 

(June 25
th

)  Here we go again, the worst side of people coming through.  

Because the Prime Minister announced a further easing of the lockdown from 

July 4
th

 – ten days away yet – and with the arrival of a couple of days of hot 

sunshine, despite the plea for people to continue to be alert and cautious and 

maintain social distancing, a major incident was declared in Bournemouth as 

(according to the media) an estimated half a million(!) people flocked to the 

beach which was packed given that no nowhere else was open – no social 

distancing, no face masks, nothing.  Most of those people wouldn’t be from 

Bournemouth, and so if anyone picked up the virus (and people who were 

asymptomatic wouldn’t know whether they had it or not) where else will they 

spread it when they headed home?  In a situation like that “track and trace” 
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clearly would be useless – who would know who they were next to when there 

were half a million people on the beach.  On the news one young women said 

“We’ll just ask people to move over”!  A man said “It’s not good, is it? It will 

probably cause a second wave (of the virus)” – so why was he there?  Did he 

think he was the only person with the bright idea of going to the beach?!  A 

family left after an hour because it was just too crowded – so what did they 

expect, did they think they would be the only ones heading for the beach?! 

And at what risk have they put the people of Bournemouth? 

It’s as if, even after 3½ months, people think this virus is a joke and can be 

treated with contempt, and treating the lives of their fellow citizens with equal 

disregard.  Do people really not realise they are putting even more lives at risk 

adding to the 43,000 who have already died from the virus?  The PM warned 

that if people didn’t show restraint and caution, the measures introduced 

yesterday would be reversed.  If that were to happen you’d immediately get 

everyone jumping on the “civil liberties” bandwagon, but in the middle of a 

worldwide pandemic there is no place for the examples of civil disobedience 

that we are seeing at the moment.  Sadly young people seem to have no regard 

for the situation we are in and you see them on the television in gatherings with 

no social distancing.  I see them walking past my house all the time in groups, 

again with no social distancing.  Do they think this is only an “old people’s 

disease” and that they are immune?  Does it not even occur to them that if they 

contribute to another peak in the virus it could be their grandparents who lose 

their lives?  
 

(June 30
th

)  Just as deaths in the UK from the coronavirus had reached single 

figures and the lockdown was due to be eased even further on July 4
th

, there was 

a sudden rise in new cases reported in the Leicester area causing officials to put 

local lockdown restrictions back in place again.  (July 1
st
)  The number of 

deaths reported for yesterday was 176, up from 155 the day before.    
 

(July 4
th

) Today was the day we came out of lockdown even further with pubs 

and restaurants allowed to open – with social distancing measures in place.  In 

pubs, for example, people have to be served at their table, not at the bar.  

Everyone I have spoken to asked the same question: why did the Government 

choose a Saturday to do this?  Wouldn’t it have made more sense to do it on a 

much quieter weekday?  As we’ve seen in recent days, the attitude of some 

people towards the lockdown has been horrendous; what is it going to be like 

when they have had too much to drink (which will be inevitable) and landlords 

have to try to enforce the regulations?  Also hairdressers were allowed to reopen 

which will be widely welcomed.  Mine, like others I’m sure, has an appointment 

system in place and you have to wear a mask – as the barber does also.  Such is 

the backlog that my appointment is a week away yet. 
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(July 5
th

)   On the news today there were pictures of central London streets 

packed with people patronising the bars and restaurants, totally ignoring the 

social distancing requirements.  Needless to say Yarm High Street car parking 

was as fully occupied as it used to be on Saturday nights before March – full of 

people who had flocked to the pubs and restaurants as if everything was back to 

normal!  There seems to be a division developing within society – on the one 

hand younger people who seem to consider the virus to be an old person’s 

disease that they can ignore, gathering together however and wherever they 

want regardless, and on the other hand older people who are doing as they are 

required to do and being especially cautious of not contributing to any risk 

either to themselves or to others.  Maybe (and sadly) this says something about 

a general self-centred attitude that younger people seem to have these days, 

compared to those who have had considerable experience of life and as a result 

have a much greater concern for other people.  
 

 (July 12
th

).  Over the last few days the Government has relaxed the lockdown 

restrictions even further, but with the caveat that people should wear a face 

covering out-of-doors, and that if there are any signs of a spike in the number of 

cases of the virus it might be necessary to re-impose those restrictions.  But it’s 

as if people never heard that last part of the message.  Yarm High Street has 

been full of people, too full actually, and nobody is taking any notice of social 

distancing or of wearing a face covering – and not just young people but 

everyone, even those in the “at risk” age group.  It absolutely defies any sort of 

logical explanation. 
 

(July 15
th
)  The debate over face masks rumbles on at least on the Government’s 

part.  Yesterday the PM finally announced that they would be compulsory in 

shops and supermarkets from July 24
th
 as if the risk will only exist in nine days’ 

time!  The requirement to wear them anywhere outside of our homes should 

have been in place from the very beginning – as in many other countries – but 

the Government has been late on this issue as it has with one or two other vital 

matters and clearly has not yet learned its lessons.  Typically, however, when on 

July 27
th

 the Government reintroduced a 14-day quarantine on people returning 

from holidays in Spain where the virus had begun to spike again in some areas, 

everyone began complaining about the Government being heavy-handed. 

Who’d be a politician?  Of course the situation wasn’t helped by people rushing 

off on holiday within days of the lockdown being eased as if the pandemic was 

over and life could return to normal, whereas it’s very far from over and is even 

on the increase again in some countries.  As desperate as people may be for life 

to get back to normal, whether they like it or not the virus is still out there and 

people are still dying.  An Oxford University epidemiologist interviewed on the 

news said very sensibly: “This is a pandemic; it hasn’t happened in a hundred 

years.  When things like this happen I think it’s very reasonable to do things 

differently.  I know people want to take a vacation where it’s warm, but this 
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might be the one year where, as a nation, we don’t do that in order to avoid re-

introducing the virus back into the country.  In fact I’d go further and say we 

should he shutting down all non-essential travel and be putting all our efforts 

before the winter into trying to get Covid to zero in the United Kingdom and 

Ireland and taking advantage of our island status”  
 

(July 27
th
)  A current affairs programme on the BBC today accused China of 

deliberately covering up the outbreak of coronavirus.  Possibly as early as 

November or December of last year people working in one of the so-called “wet 

markets” in the Chinese city of Wuhan began to get sick.  The symptoms were 

very similar to those of SARS, a killer disease that also originated in China in 

2002.  At first the authorities in Beijing actively covered up the seriousness and 

extent of the outbreak fearing a repeat of SARS, but what was identified as a 

closely related coronavirus was already spreading throughout Wuhan and 

people were getting sick and dying in increasing numbers.  January 25
th

 was the 

Chinese New Year, which annually sees one of the largest mass movements of 

humanity on the planet as families all over China traditionally come together 

from all over the country and from other countries to celebrate.  The authorities 

did nothing to stop people travelling until the 23
rd

, only then did Beijing shut 

down Wuhan effectively quarantining around 11million residents still in the 

city, but by then the virus was already spreading throughout the country and 

also around the world as unknowingly infected international travellers carried it 

with them. By the time other countries realised what was happening, it was too 

late.   
 

(July 31
st
)  UK deaths from coronavirus passed the 46,000 mark.  Late in the 

evening yesterday the Government reported some worrying local spikes in the 

occurrence of the virus (as happened in Leicester a couple of weeks ago) this 

time in Greater Manchester, parts of Lancashire, and in West Yorkshire, causing 

the Government to reverse what had been its intention to ease the lockdown a 

little further tomorrow.  It was suggested that “track & trace” was showing that 

the outbreaks were the result of people ignoring the rules on social gatherings 

and social distancing.  Despite all of that, on what was the hottest day of the 

year so far, once again people flocked to the beaches like lemmings as if there 

was nothing to worry about.  Brighton Council even made an appeal on the One 

o’clock news asking people not to travel there as the beaches were already full!   

Also, where wearing face masks in church had been recommended, today it 

became mandatory.  
 

(August 2
nd

)  With the region on the edge of a new outbreak of coronavirus, 

there was the story on the North-East news this evening of a man who had an 

asymptomatic family member waiting for the result of a coronavirus test but 

who went into three different pubs drinking and now all those with whom he 

may have come into contact are having to be traced for testing.  The self-centred 
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irresponsibility of someone doing something like that defies description, but it 

seems to be on display all over the country as people continue to ignore the 

rules.  It certainly calls into the question a choice to go out for a meal or a drink.    
 

(August 4
th

) Two days ago the Australian state of Victoria declared not just a 

“state of emergency” but a “state of disaster” faced with an increasing second 

wave of infections.  There is a $10,000 fine for breaching the lockdown rules 

and an overnight curfew is in force.  So what has been the response?  A female 

police officer was seriously assaulted by another woman to whom she spoke for 

not wearing a mask; a man was charged with breaking the curfew who had gone 

out for a drive “because he was bored”(!); and the army, drafted in to assist with 

“track and trace” efforts, discovered many of the people they were looking for 

weren’t at home despite the lockdown rules and the potential fines for breaking 

them!   Meanwhile, looking out of my office window, I have just seen a 16/17 

year-old boy remove the mask he was wearing and throw it on the ground.  That 

would be a £60 fine to begin with (but who cares?) and he is possibly putting 

the health (and life) at risk of the person whose job it is to pick up behind 

people like him.  I despair.   
 

(August 15
th
)  We are still in lockdown but this was the first day we were able 

to reopen our parish church for attended Masses.  From my own point of view it 

was a slightly strange experience to have people in church again – and the fact 

of having even a small number present at Mass rather than celebrating to an 

empty church as I have been doing.  In addition to the requirements that I 

mentioned back on June 15
th
, we introduced a system for reserving places at 

Mass as a way of being able to maintain the limit of 30 without having to turn 

people away at the door.  Only on a couple of occasions have we reached that 

figure as many people are still being cautious and are staying at home.   

Opening the church also requires us to sanitize it after each Mass.  The 

recommendation was to form teams of cleaners but in our case there simply 

wasn’t anyone available and especially as they had to be under the age of 70 – 

anyone over 70 being considered at particular risk from the virus.  Fortunately 

one of the church supply companies was selling misting machines that produce 

a cloud of sanitizing vapour that settles on surfaces and dries in about 10-15 

minutes with no additional cleaning needed and the benches and other surfaces 

are then safe for people to touch and use without any risk of infection from 

previous users.  This meant I could mist the church after each Mass whereas, 

otherwise, attended Masses wouldn’t have been possible because of a lack of 

cleaners.  
   

(August 22
nd

)  On the news just at the moment there seems to be a weekly 

“litany” of companies, businesses and high street names laying off staff or 

closing altogether as result of the business and trading situation created by the 

pandemic.  It gets reported as if it’s someone’s fault (our “blame culture”), or 
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that the government should be doing something about it.  Whether the pandemic 

began as a result of bad practice in a wet market in China or whatever the cause, 

the world has effectively been shut down for the past six months – that is the 

reality and nobody can do anything about it.  (As of this week the virus has 

infected 22million people worldwide: that’s the equivalent of a third of the 

population of the UK or 2½ times the population of London.  Also worldwide, 

over three-quarters of a million people have died: that’s 8½ times the number of 

people in Wembley stadium on Cup Final day if you can picture that.) 
 

Interestingly a company has started advertising on television custom-designed 

face masks.  It says: “This is not a mask - this is freedom.  It’s a statement of 

solidarity.  It’s for socializing with family and friends and bringing the 

community back to life.  This is not a mask – it’s so much more.”   Rather 

strangely there is a message at the bottom of the screen that says “Not a medical 

device or personal protection equipment” suggesting, as one website says, that 

the mask itself isn’t guaranteed to provide protection and that you can purchase 

inserts to go inside it that will.  The point of the product seems to be that by 

people custom-designing their own face masks, they will become something of 

a fashion statement.  Anything that encourages people to wear face masks in 

public has to be good. 
 

(August 28
th
)  There is a fierce debate going on ahead of schools opening next 

week over whether it is putting young people or their teachers at risk of catching 

the virus, or of infecting their families when they go home.  The Government 

was forced into a U-turn on its initial stance by requiring pupils to wear face 

masks in shared areas of their school.  But amidst all this angst I look out of my 

office window and see groups of teenagers walking along, side by side, no 

social distancing, no face masks.  If they or their parents don’t care enough to 

ensure their children are obeying the rules, then why all this anxiety about their 

return to school?   
 

(August 30
th
 – Bank Holiday weekend)  The illegal raves continue.  One, in 

Wales, involved some 3000 young people.  These are deliberate acts of civil 

disobedience in breach of the lockdown rules, knowingly putting lives at risk, so 

why isn’t everyone automatically being arrested and fined, and not just the 

organisers who face a £10,000 fine?  It’s the only way to teach a lesson.  At the 

moment nothing is acting as a deterrent.    

And this is the mentality:  On the news they interviewed a young man who used 

to run unlicensed events and now runs festivals and owns a chain of pubs.  He 

said “We’re social creatures, we need to get out, we need to meet people, we 

need to dance, we need to talk to each other, we need to touch each other, we 

need to hug.  The rave scene, festivals, clubs, epitomise all of those behaviours.  

When you take that away I can see it impacting on people’s mental health.”  Six 

uses of the words “we need”.  Whatever we perceive our individual “needs” to 
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be, this virus is killing people.  What we all actually need is a lot less self-

centred behaviour, more self-sacrifice, and more consideration for others, 

putting their needs first instead of this “me, myself and I” attitude.     

Then they interviewed a teenage girl busily putting on her makeup ready to 

head out to some social gathering.  She said: “I do worry about how many 

people are going to be there and whether it’s safe to be around all those people 

at once.”  But she was going anyway! - again “me, myself and I”.  If she didn’t 

go there’d be one less for everyone else to worry about.  If no one went there’d 

be no risk to health at all because the gathering wouldn’t happen.  But no, she 

was going, hoping as few other people as possible would also go.   
 

(September 13
th

) With coronavirus cases beginning to increase again, the 

government has announced a six-person limit on social gatherings, indoors or 

out, from Monday – what is being called the “rule of six”.  And so we then had 

news coverage of the weekend’s partying in London and Liverpool, with city-

centre streets packed with young people sitting together around tables outside of 

bars, no masks and no social distancing whatsoever.  The reporter introduced 

the item by describing it as a last chance for large groups to meet!!  One young 

woman interviewed said “This weekend everyone is just going wild, which 

makes zero sense [but she was there anyway!] but they want to have a last party 

because everyone is terrified of going into lockdown”.  And so (the logic goes) 

they are out partying in huge numbers, no social distancing, hugging and 

kissing, before there might be a spike in the virus which precisely their 

behaviour might cause!  Does it not occur to them that staying home and not 

partying is the best way to avoid a second spike?  Another youth said “The virus 

won’t wait until Monday, so if you’re going to have a lockdown do it now” but 

there he was out partying anyway.  As an example of behaviour and attitudes 

nationwide, young people are like lemmings all rushing over a cliff edge 

together – which would be fine if they weren’t threatening to take the rest of us 

with them.   
 

(September 17
th

)  As large parts of the North-East face the possibility of 

increased lockdown restrictions, the most disheartening aspect of the situation is 

that the majority of people who are abiding by the rules, often at considerable 

personal sacrifice, are not really benefitting from their efforts because of the 

self-centredness of those who are blatantly disregarding the rules.  There was 

the story of a man in Lancashire who tested positive for the virus, should have 

gone into isolation but refused to, and instead went on a pub-crawl that resulted 

in 200 people becoming infected!  If, God forbid, any one of them should die, 

would he be held responsible in law for causing loss of life by breaking the law?   
 

(September 18
th

)  Incredibly it is six months since the initial lockdown was 

imposed.  Who would ever have imagined?  In response to a concerning 

increase in the number of identified Covid cases nationwide, the Prime Minister 
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is holding emergency talks this weekend to decide whether increased 

restrictions need to be put in place in response to what is now being seen as a 

second wave of the virus.   

Those talks resulted in a tightening of the current restrictions on a national 

(rather than local or regional) level, but thankfully didn’t include a full 

lockdown.  However the PM stated that they could remain in place for the next 

six months in an effort to bring down the “R” number and the rising rate of 

infection. 

 

 (September 27/28
th
) As the 10pm closing time for bars and restaurants came 

into effect, on the news there were pictures of large numbers of young people 

on the streets of York, few of them wearing masks and none of them socially 

distanced.  This sort of situation amounts to civil disobedience and really should 

be dealt with accordingly, especially when we are on the edge of another 

lockdown if infection rates continue to rise as they are at the moment.  At the 

same time you’ve got news coverage of university students in lockdown in 

various places throughout the country as a result of the number of positive tests 

amongst students.  And still no one of that age group seems to either understand 

or accept the connection between those two situations.  On the news also were 

pictures of students sitting around a table, outside admittedly, but sitting 

together, no social distancing and no face masks – and these are supposed to be 

intelligent people who have earned a place at university - on a campus where 

there have been over a hundred positive coronavirus tests, moaning and 

complaining about being in lockdown!  The BBC ended the report on the 

situation by saying: “if the restrictions extend into the autumn term, the mood 

among students may turn rebellious”.  What would they be rebelling against - 

the freedom to move about at will, spreading and virus and putting lives at risk?  

(Today’s figures for the UK show 435 new cases and a total to-date of 41,988 

deaths – and worldwide 33million cases and 995,000 deaths!  How does that not 

impress on those who continue to ignore the rules how serious the situation 

continues to be?)   
 

(September 28
th

)  Further lockdown measures came into effect today in 

Northumberland, Newcastle, Tyneside, Gateshead, Sunderland, and Co.Durham 

– but so far not Teesside, however much will depend on the extent to which the 

infection rate continues to rise and to spread.  It is now against the law for 

people to mix in any setting with anyone from outside their own household and 

those who break the law will be fined.  Anyone who fails to self-isolate when 

they have tested positive for the virus will face fines of £100 up to £10,000 for 

repeatedly breaking the law – which in itself is an admission that people will do 

it anyway fines or no fines.  I don’t think even an automatic custodial sentence 

would deter people with that sort of attitude.   
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(September 29
th

)  The total number of deaths worldwide passed the one million 

mark today.  The UN Secretary General called it “a chilling milestone”.  

As the country has headed back into increased restrictions in an effort to stop 

the rising infection rate, I don’t understand the doom and gloom merchants 

especially in the hospitality sector complaining in the news about the damage it 

is doing to their businesses and to jobs (as we’ve heard not only in relation to 

pubs and clubs and restaurants, but also theatres, cinemas, gyms, and so on).  

Sadly, yes, that might well be the case, but there is nothing anyone can do about 

it until this virus is back under control or a vaccine becomes available.  As these 

people search about to find someone to blame the reality is that it is no one’s 

fault.  The scale and effects of this pandemic are something we have never 

experienced and never had to deal with before whether in terms of health, the 

economy, social freedoms, our normal ways of life.  Reporting the negative 

consequences of the virus is as pointless as reporting that it will get dark at 

night, or wet when it rains.  Yes we know - but there is nothing we can do about 

it is no one’s fault. 
 

Did the media really have to report yesterday that people had begun panic-

buying again as soon as the government mentioned the possibility of increased 

restrictions being imposed?  This morning the shelves in Tesco were already 

stripped of toilet paper- everyone rushing out to buy stuff before someone else 

buys it first!  What is wrong with people?  Did they not learn a lesson from the 

original lockdown that if we only bought what we need when we need it – as we 

usually do - then the supply chain could cope just as it always does.  
 

(September 30
th

)  The results of a survey today showed “a hard core minority” 

of people are not prepared to obey the current rules on social gathering even 

when it means breaking the law.  10% returning from a virus hotspot abroad 

said they wouldn’t voluntarily go into isolation.  20% would disregard the rules 

and go in to work rather than risk losing their job.  The police report that 4000 

people have been investigated on suspicion of breaking these rules (now, in fact, 

the law) – some were found to not be at home or had provided false addresses!) 

but the police also said they were not prepared to use limited resources on the 

issue when they have more serious crimes to deal with.  Is there any wonder 

people feel it’s worth the risk?  An underlying concern in all of this is that 

suddenly everyone is a medical expert and is making up their own mind on all 

things ‘viral’ based on nothing more than their own opinion! 
 

(October 2
nd

) SNP MP, Margaret Ferrier, travelled by train from Glasgow to 

London whilst waiting for the results of a Covid test after experiencing 

symptoms of the virus, and then returned from London, again by train, knowing 

the test had shown she had the virus!  That was Monday but it didn’t come to 

light until Wednesday.  How many people might she have infected in the 

meantime?  She apologized and said she deeply regretted her actions – so why 



21 

 

did she do what she did in the first place (especially given that her Party Leader 

is First Minister of Scotland)?  In addition to being suspended from the SNP, 

and Nicola Sturgeon calling for her to step down, has she not also broken the 

law?  (echoes of the Dominic Cummings incident) [In the event she refused to 

resign and the Met didn’t charge her on the grounds that she took the test before 

the new travel regulations came into effect! – have you ever heard anything so 

ridiculous?] 
 

(October 3
rd

) Yesterday President Trump and the First Lady were reported as 

having Covid symptoms.  He’s not the first world leader to catch the virus but it 

is a little more significant given his, and his entourage’s, casualness about 

wearing a face mask, and the fact that the US is a month away from presidential 

elections.  Today it was further reported that he had been hospitalised. [He was 

discharged – or maybe he discharged himself - after just three days, removing 

his face mask at a press conference and totally irresponsibly declaring “Don’t be 

afraid of Covid.  Don’t let it dominate your life.”]     
 

(October 9
th
)  The dangerous nature of some of the attitudes that are around at 

the moment is reflected in the news today that members of a far-right group in 

America had been arrested by the FBI for plotting to kidnap the Governor of the 

State of Michigan and put her on trial accused of removing their freedoms by 

the Covid lockdown restrictions she had introduced! 
 

I struggle to comprehend people in industry and local authority leaders 

constantly criticising any restrictions that would reflect negatively on businesses 

and jobs and therefore the economy.  I understand their concerns but I don’t see 

how there is any way to avoid it.  We surely can’t just ignore the threat posed by 

the increasing infection rates – we can’t just do nothing so that everyone can 

continue to go to work and be paid a full salary and so on.  If we do then there is 

going to be a very different price to pay in terms of rising infections and rising 

death rates once again.  Are employment and the economy worth the cost of 

people’s lives?  And the risk of such a cost surely shouldn’t be taken just to 

keep pubs and clubs and restaurants open? 
 

(October 12
th

)  It was reported today that there are now more people in hospital 

with the virus than there were back on March 23
rd

 when the original national 

lockdown was imposed.  The Prime Minister announced the introduction of a 

three-tier system of restrictions in response to the rising infection rate, 

categorized as medium (1), high (2), and very high (3) alert levels.  In very high 

alert areas social mixing between families will not be allowed, pubs must close 

and people are being asked not to travel in or out of such areas.   The 

effectiveness of these measures is already being questioned given that the 

increased restrictions already in place in some areas have clearly not been 

effective in controlling infection rates. Nightingale hospitals in the north are 

being readied once again.  The severity of this second wave is not unique to the 
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UK, but has already been seen in other countries such as France, Italy, 

Germany, Spain and Holland.   
 

Whilst I have no time for the Scottish independence politics of First Minister, 

Nicola Sturgeon, I have to say she does a far better job in her daily news 

briefings than Boris Johnson does in his presentations which are as bumbling 

and dishevelled as he is.  She comes across as being honest, more trust-worthy 

and sincere, and generally far more business-like.   
 

(October 14
th

)  In Liverpool last night a large crowd of young people gathered - 

no social distancing, no face masks - chanting and dancing prior to the start of 

Tier 3 restrictions in the city.  A gentleman interviewed on the news quite 

rightly said “It’s behaviour like this that has caused the situation we are in”, but 

of course that doesn’t seem to occur to those causing the problem.  In Holland, 

where similar restrictions have had to be introduced, the Dutch Prime Minister 

also very rightly said “We need to be strict on ourselves and our behaviour” – 

something else that doesn’t seem to have sunk in with the pub-going, social 

gathering element in this country.  Having had to endure six months of 

lockdown, is that really a situation to which these people want to see us return?  

And if we do it will, of course, be someone else’s fault. 
 

(October 15
th

) Apparently Stockton (therefore also Yarm) went into Tier 2 

restrictions yesterday (no households mixing indoors, “rule of six” outdoors).  I 

hadn’t heard that that had happened despite watching the news regularly.  So 

unless it’s just me, it shows how easily you can miss these constantly changing 

situations. 
 

(October 17
th

)  It was reported today that the number of people currently in 

hospital with the virus is almost the same as it was back in March when the first 

national lockdown was put in place, and yet the government is looking to other 

(local) restrictions this time around to deal with the second wave.  An Italian 

correspondent on the television pointed out that Italy was the first place in 

Europe where the virus struck, and not knowing what they were dealing with 

the local (Lombardi) authority where it struck introduced local restrictions 

which didn’t work.  And yet, she said, the UK government is using a local 

approach to this new wave of the virus instead of taking a lesson from that 

experience in Italy.  
 

(October 20
th

)  For the past several days the Labour mayor of Greater 

Manchester, Andy Burnham, has effectively been trying to hold the government 

to ransom by rejecting the PM’s plan to move the region into Tier 3.  He had 

said that he would only agree to the introduction of the Tier 3 measures if the 

government agreed to the financial package he was demanding.  It doesn’t 

matter whether he agrees or not, he is only a mayor and needs to remember that 

the government runs the country not him. When the deadline passed with no 
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agreement Burnham said “Even now I am willing to do a deal” – saving lives 

shouldn’t depend on him “doing a deal”.  Sadly he has come across as 

politicking for his own ends.  
  

Meanwhile, nationally, the death rate from the virus increased by a third during 

the past week – not to a level anywhere near what it was in March, but at a rate 

that is understandably causing considerable concern and may result in the 

introduction of a short sharp lockdown to try to bring the rate of infection under 

control.  As officials have said, doing nothing isn’t an option and doing things 

piecemeal in local regions isn’t working.  Wales is putting a full-scale lockdown 

in place from this coming Friday - as if the virus respects national borders!  If 

such a measure is necessary, then surely it needs to be imposed UK-wide and 

immediately not three or four days from now.  It’s dithering that undermines the 

credibility of such measures.   
 

In a slight “aside” to the situation of the virus itself, when we first went into 

lockdown back in March, the effects began to be seen on our television screens 

as broadcasters such as the BBC and ITV (a lot of whose programming is live 

from studio or drama productions and when people couldn’t come in to work or 

couldn’t work together) found it necessary to fall back on repeats to fill their 

schedules – a situation that has begun to improve since the lockdown ended and 

their production schedules have got back to a little nearer normal.  The same 

cannot be said of the satellite and cable channels who normally screen 

programming purchased from other producers and broadcasters.  The lockdown 

shouldn’t have made any difference to them in that sense and yet it was as if 

they used it as an excuse to start screening more repeats than usual as if that was 

their only option.  And even as things improved and the lockdown eased, they 

have not only continued to screen repeats, but repeats of repeats, and repeats of 

repeated repeats, getting their money’s worth out of programmes they have 

already paid for. 
 

(October 23
rd

)  It was reported on the news today that an estimated £4billion has 

been fraudulently claimed through the furlough scheme! 4billion!  It’s 

unbelievable, and at the same time very sad, that so many people would take 

advantage of the government’s effort to help people genuinely in need and steal 

money they weren’t entitled to.  At the same time you would think the 

government would have had a system in place, perhaps through the Dept of 

Work and Pensions or the banks, to double-check claims and make sure they 

were genuine.  
 

(October 26
th

)  In the paper there was a report of an illegal 200-strong rave in 

Brighton.  Police said the organisers could face a £10,000 fine.  There should be 

no could about it – they were knowingly and deliberately breaking the current 

law in the face of a mounting death rate from the virus.  The fine should be 
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automatic and those attending should have been arrested and fined also – 

otherwise these incidents will continue because no one is being taught a lesson. 
 

If pubs in Tier 3 regions want to stay open, they have to be serving a 

“substantial meal” (and not just the likes of a bag of crisps) along with their 

drinks, and of course it only took a few days for some to be serving a slice of 

pizza hoping that would count as substantial.  They know what the regulation 

means, why can’t people simply do as they are told given the very serious 

situation we are facing as more and more people are getting sick and dying once 

again.  Is putting lives at risk by trying to get round the rules really worth the 

price of pint?  (It’s yet another example of the lack of personal discipline that is 

rife in our society these days.) 
 

(October 31
st
) On the day that coronavirus cases in the UK passed the 1million 

mark, the PM this evening announced a second national lockdown to begin next 

week and provisionally lasting a month.   

 

(November 5
th
) That second national lockdown came into effect today – Bonfire 

Night.   
 

(November 9
th
)  It was reported that coronavirus cases worldwide have passed 

the 50million mark and resulting in 1¼ million deaths. 
 

This week there are reports from Denmark of a mutation of the coronavirus that 

can be passed to humans from mink and this has resulted in the culling of 

millions of mink and restrictions on people entering this country from Denmark.  

(Given that wearing fur has become so politically incorrect in recent years, I 

was a little surprised to find that there is enough of a market for it that breeding 

mink in Denmark and Sweden is such big business.)  
 

(November 10
th
)  My father died today – unofficially of coronavirus.  He was in 

a care home (having had Alzheimer’s for some years) and was being treated for 

what was thought to be a chest infection and therefore he was running a 

temperature, was on antibiotics, and wasn’t eating.  He was tested for Covid and 

the test came back negative, but the doctor was convinced that the result was 

wrong (apparently as many as a third of the test results can be “false negatives” 

- I didn’t know that and I wonder how many people do) however he died before 

the test could be repeated.  And so, rather than becoming part of the coronavirus 

statistics, his death wasn’t reported as Covid-related because officially the test 

had been negative.   
 

(November 13
th
)  This second lockdown doesn’t feel quite as bad as the first 

one.  The major restriction is the same – that you are not allowed to visit 

socially and should stay at home except for essential shopping for example -  

however the roads seem busier this time because people are being encouraged to 

go to work if they can’t work from home, and the schools are open also.  The 
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first time around I think people stayed at home afraid to go out even for 

necessary reasons and that was because we didn’t have face masks – PPE was at 

a premium – whereas now we do and so people feel a little safer when they do 

have to go out.  But it’s still not the same as being able to go out whenever you 

want. 
 

(November 20
th
)  We are in the middle of a national lock-down, being told to 

stay at home other than for essential reasons, and I have just seen a 30-

something man standing on the corner opposite my house with his cup of “posh 

coffee” waiting for his lift to work (which, presumably, is why he isn’t in 

lockdown at home) and when it arrived he got in – no face mask (he or the 

driver) and obviously no social distancing and we wonder why the virus 

continues to spread and people continue dying from it!  
 

(November 23
rd

)  UK cases have reached the 1½million mark with 55,000 

deaths (worldwide 59million and 1.4million respectively).  The obvious 

question keeps coming to mind as far as the UK is concerned: we are in the 

middle of a national lockdown – if people are doing as they are told why are 

infection rates continuing to rise?   

As of today there are now three vaccines in the final stages of development and 

testing, and they are talking about mass vaccinations possibly starting next 

month or certainly by the spring. 
 

(November 24
th
)  A police helicopter has been circling around for the past hour 

or so.  Whoever they are looking for is clearly in breach of the current lockdown 

restrictions anyway, quite apart from whatever it is the police want them for.  

This pandemic situation continues to mean absolutely nothing to certain 

elements in our society, even as people are calling for restrictions to be eased. 
 

(November 28
th
)  Another huge anti-lockdown demonstration in London – no 

social distancing, no masks.  Such demonstrations are supposedly illegal during 

lockdown not to mention the fact that people are supposed to stay home.  It is 

also civil disobedience during what is essentially a national emergency, so why 

aren’t these people arrested and fined?  What is the point in having laws 

designed to prevent the spread of the virus if they are not going to be enforced?  
 

*(December 2
nd

)  It was announced today that the UK is the first country in the 

world to officially approve a vaccine for “roll-out”.  The second lockdown was 

eased today. 
 

(December 5
th

)  We were able to reopen the church for (socially distanced) 

attended Mass ‘from this evening.  Also from today limited numbers of home 

fans were allowed to attend football matches in tier 1 & 2 regions. 
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*(December 8
th
) A UK grandmother became the first person in the world to 

receive the Covid vaccine - and so the roll-out began.  
 

(December 10
th
)  Last week a pop star (who I have never heard of) agreed to 

pay a £10,000 fine for breaching the law by holding her birthday party in a 

restaurant in the midst of a total lockdown.  No one seems to have asked why 

the restaurant agreed to the party, or that her guests also chose to ignore the 

regulations.  She was highly apologetic (after the fact) – possibly more sorry 

that she had been caught than that she had broken the regulations thus possibly 

putting other people’s health at risk.  But then today it was reported that she had 

already breached the regulations by flying to Egypt to perform at a private 

function and then not self-isolating when she returned, but instead attending her 

birthday party.  She never admitted to that first breach when she was caught at 

her party, but now she has had to apologise a second time and has agreed to 

donate to charity the fee she received for the Egypt trip.  She seems to think that 

money is the answer to everything.  
 

(December 12
th
)  In another celebrity breach, this time a SKY news presenter 

broke Tier 2 regulations by leaving her birthday celebrations in one restaurant to 

(so it was reported) use the toilet in the restaurant next door, and then later 

attended a further gathering in a private residence attended by more than three 

“households” and so breached the social bubble rules.  She too was full of 

apologies after the fact, claiming she thought she was Covid-compliant – this 

from someone who presents news on the subject on the television every day.  

She has agreed to step back from her broadcasting role for a six-month “period 

of reflection”!  Two other SKY reporters who were also at the function have 

agreed to take three-month breaks. 

Meanwhile 516 coronavirus deaths were reported yesterday and 20,964 new 

cases - the highest daily figure since mid-November.  Rising numbers, despite 

the new tier system, are causing some concern, especially with the planned 

Christmas relaxation of regulations being on the horizon.     
 

(December 15
th
)  A new variant of the Covid-19 virus has produced an increase 

in cases especially in the south-east, resulting in London, Essex and parts of 

Hertfordshire being placed under tier 3 restrictions.  Despite this, calls from 

medical experts for the proposed Christmas relaxation of restrictions (which 

they are calling a potential “super spreader event”) to be cancelled, have so 

fallen on deaf ears, presumably because it’s the last thing that the government 

would want to have to do.  They will be damned if they do and damned if they 

don’t, but it will always be easier (if there is a disastrous rise in Covid cases) to 

blame people’s irresponsibility rather than their own.  Leaving the relaxations in 

place and asking people to be cautious really doesn’t bear thinking about; 

people will do what they are already planning to do regardless “because it’s 

Christmas”.  Even with controls in place people will ignore them because that’s 
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the nature of the beast just at the moment.  It was precisely because the 

government knew people would ignore the restrictions that they decided to relax 

them, and yet they have the nerve to say “We have to trust the British people to 

act responsibly” and use that as an excuse for not grasping the nettle.   

As a sign of just how much people can’t be trusted, pictures on the evening 

news showed Oxford Street shoppers without face masks.  Why do people have 

such an aversion to the simple precaution of wearing a mask?  In Spain face 

masks must be worn by law! 

[The United States is currently experiencing a huge increase in Covid cases 

resulting from the Thanksgiving holiday travel and social gatherings that were 

allowed to take place at the end of November despite the virus.  The Head of 

their National Institutes of Health speaking on the news in this country admitted 

that while social gatherings are synonymous with the celebration of Christmas, 

he repeatedly emphasized the need for people to stay home and keep any family 

celebrations they might be planning to just the immediate household.  He 

admitted that it’s not what we normally do and that it is an unpopular request to 

make, but staying at home, not travelling, and not gathering for the usual 

Christmas celebrations will be vital to preventing the kind of surge in the virus 

that they had experienced in the U.S.]  
 

(December 16
th
)  As predicted the government has ignored the advice of the 

experts, no doubt fearing the political backlash of cancelling people’s Christmas 

plans.  They are leaving the proposed relaxations in place in England and are 

going to be issuing “stronger guidance” to people instead – which will be 

basically a waste of time because, with plans already in place, people will do 

whatever they were going to do anyway.   
 

(December 17
th
)  Matt Hancock announced in the Commons today the latest 

review of the tier restrictions - which have mostly remained the same or higher 

with 38million people, two-thirds of the population, now being in the highest 

tier.  “We’ve come so far,” he said, “we can’t blow it now.”  And yet, having 

taken absolutely no notice of the opinion and appeals of health and scientific 

experts, and the rising levels of coronavirus, next week the government still 

plans to relax the restrictions in England for five days over Christmas, appealing 

to people to be sensible!  You really couldn’t make it up.  
 

(December 19
th
)  Italy has now joined Germany in introducing a total lockdown, 

Christmas or not.  The devolved governments in Scotland, Wales, and Northern 

Ireland have tightened up the rules for the Christmas period though still 

allowing the basic premise of people being able to travel and gather in their 

family bubbles.  Meanwhile the Westminster government is still talking(!) but 

even in the face of rising infection rates (including those caused by the more 

rapidly spreading variant of the virus and the fact that hospital occupancy is at a 

critical level) the “party line” remains that of putting the responsibility on 
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people to act sensibly.  One commentator made the point that we are so close to 

the finishing line, given the roll-out of vaccinations, that it should be 

unthinkable to put that at risk. 

In his press briefing this afternoon, the Prime Minister finally announced the 

cancellation of the five-day Christmas relaxation of restrictions that had been 

announced, reducing it to just one day.  The Prime Minister was very apologetic 

for the disappointment that this would cause, and the cancellation of plans that 

people had already made.  Of course if he had done this days ago instead of less 

than a week before Christmas it wouldn’t have been quite so problematic.   

In an attempt to tackle the rapidly rising infection rates caused by the new 

variant, and to try to avoid the NHS being overwhelmed, London, the south-east 

and the east of the UK were put into a newly created tier 4 which is effectively a 

total lockdown.  People are advised not to travel in or out of tier 4 areas.  People 

in tiers 1, 2 & 3 will still be able to meet in three-household bubbles but only on 

Christmas Day and not for the previously announced five-days.  The purpose is 

to reduce how many people will be meeting and for how long, so keeping 

Christmas “small”, as he said: keeping the number of people we meet up with 

this Christmas to a minimum so that they’ll still be around for us to meet up 

with them next Christmas.  

Scotland’s First Minister announced a ban on cross-border travel.  It should be 

interesting to see how they can enforce that; will the police or the army block all 

roads and known tracks between the two countries?  And what is the 

punishment for anyone breaking any of these newly introduced bans and 

restrictions? 
 

(December 20
th
)  Despite the ban on people travelling in or out of tier 4 areas in 

order to avoid in particular the spread of the new Covid variant, Health 

Secretary, Matt Hancock, today described the behaviour of people heading out 

of tier 4 areas (possibly carrying the virus with them) before the new restrictions 

came into effect at midnight as “totally irresponsible”.  Prior to yesterday’s 

announcement the government was relying on people being sensible.  So much 

for that. 
 

(December 21
st
)  Over forty countries today closed their borders to travellers 

from the UK in the face of the rapidly transmitting Covid variant which it would 

seem may have originated in Kent.  In particular France closed its borders to 

driver-operated trucks as opposed to containers and truck trailers that cross the 

channel without an accompanying driver.  Within days thousands of trucks were 

in holding areas unable to leave the country. 
 

(December 23
rd

)  This evening the number of areas in the south and south-east 

will be moved into tier 4 on Boxing Day, and it is being suggested that another 

full lockdown may have to be put in place from Boxing Day if the current surge 

in infections and deaths continues.  Yet another variant has been identified in 
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London, this one originating in South Africa.  It’s difficult to understand why, if 

the situation is causing so much concern, the government is waiting until 

Boxing Day to implement changes.  The date is irrelevant to the virus which 

will spread regardless, and allowing it to do so for another three days before 

taking further action surely only allows the situation to get even worse.  
 

(December 30
th
)  It was announced today that a second UK vaccine has been 

approved.  This one doesn’t need to be stored at such low temperatures as he 

first, also the second dose isn’t given for three months meaning that more 

people can be given the initial vaccination whilst stock levels are built up. 
 

Many areas of England, including the Tees Valley and Stockton, were today 

moved into tier 4 restrictions in response to over 50,000 new cases being 

recorded in the UK yesterday - some of them the result of increased testing, but 

many possibly being due to the higher infection rate of the new variant (and is 

the Christmas “holiday” showing up already?) and the fact that in some areas 

the NHS is on the brink of being overrun.  UK deaths from Covid were 981 

yesterday, double the level of the last few days and the highest daily figure 

since April.  In an exception to the normal tier 4 requirement that people stay at 

home, places of worship can continue to open for services but under continuing 

strict regulation and control which require people not to mingle with anyone 

outside of their household or support bubble, and to maintain strict social 

distancing at all times in addition to wearing facemasks.  
  

(December 31
st
)  We are in tier 4 – everyone is supposed to stay at home except 

for absolutely essential reasons.  I had to go to Boots to pick up my prescription 

before New Year’s Day tomorrow so that was my reason for being out, but on 

the way I passed one of our posh coffee shops which was open on a takeaway 

basis (though I would have thought it was a “non-essential” shop - no one needs 

a cup of posh coffee) and there were about a dozen people lined up waiting to 

be served - none of them wearing a mask of course!  Why were they in town in 

the first place when they are supposed to be staying at home?  And is a cup of 

posh coffee worth risking either catching or spreading Covid for?  Of all the 

people who were in town (and why were they there when all non-essential 

shops are closed?) I only saw one other person apart from me wearing a 

facemask.  It doesn’t matter that they are outside, wearing a mask should be a 

matter of law (as it is in Spain for example) while we are fighting not just the 

original virus but this new variant that is spreading like wildfire.  How bad is it? 

Well on the news today it was reported that back in April three hospital districts 

in the south-east of England had just one Covid patient, yesterday those same 

districts had over 550 and were on the point of being swamped.  In some areas 

Nightingale hospitals are being readied for use once again.  But just watch what 

happens tonight – New Year’s Eve – despite 80% of the population of England 
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being under tier 4 restrictions.  (Today’s figures are 55,892 new cases in the last 

24hrs and 964 deaths.)  
 

(January 1
st
 2021)  Not unexpectedly it is reported that the police issued 

hundreds of fines last night in connection with illegal social gatherings, not only 

in homes but also larger scale parties and raves.  It continues to be beyond belief 

that so many people (and young people in many cases) arrogantly disregard the 

law despite the danger to other people’s health and lives.  The resulting fines 

don’t seem to be a deterrent at all to organisers or those who attend these 

activities.  
 

At the height of the original lockdown there was considerable demand from the 

football authorities for the professional leagues to be allowed to start albeit 

without supporters present.  Football clubs did whatever was required to protect 

their players and staff from the risk of catching the virus from one another, but 

it obviously hasn’t really been very effective as the number of games being 

called off each weekend because of players or staff testing positive for the virus 

continues to rise, and yet there is no suggestion that the season should be 

suspended – even in the face of the spread of the new variant. 
 

(January 3
rd

)  While deaths seem to be levelling off around the daily 400-500 

mark, new coronavirus cases were in excess of 50,000 for the sixth straight day 

(an all-time high of 55,000 yesterday).  Hospital admissions are up by 33% - the 

situation in London and south-east being described as “dire”.  Meanwhile there 

is another political row brewing over whether or not children should go back to 

school when the term begins tomorrow. The government is saying schools are 

safe and children should return, whereas the teaching unions and many local 

authorities are saying schools should remain closed.    
 

(January 4
th

)  This evening the PM announced the start of a new lockdown 

starting immediately and which could be in place until at least the middle of 

February, but once again it was more in response to outside pressures than to his 

own initiative.  Even though Scotland’s First Minister said they are perhaps 

three weeks behind England, she announced an immediate and full lockdown 

(including the closure of places of worship) saying that the “stay at home” order 

would be enforced, just as they are enforcing the travel ban across the Scottish 

border.  The thought occurs as to why the three devolved governments are 

making their own policy decisions when the United Kingdom is in the middle of 

an emergency situation that threatens all of us and which we would surely be 

better fighting according to a common policy.   

The PM’s “stay at home” (except for essential reasons) order will become law 

on Wednesday - though whether it will be enforced he didn’t say - but he 

announced that places of worship could remain open!  Where is the sense in 

that?  These measures are being put in place to combat the alarming rise in the 

infection rate caused by the new Covid variant which is threatening to swamp 
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the NHS, but then he allows people to leave their homes to go to church.  Like 

his infamous 5-day Christmas relaxation of social rules which at the last minute 

he was forced into shortening to one day (but which should have been cancelled 

completely), this seems to be another example of trying to dodge making 

politically unpopular decisions even when they are clearly essential given the 

increasing threat being created by the new variant.  
 

I made the decision to stop attended Masses again as of today on the grounds 

that if it is so important that people should stay at home, continuing to make 

attended Masses available is simply an encouragement to people to leave home 

in order to go to church - which makes no sense.  But it is also creating an 

unnecessary situation of risk that I believe we should avoid doing until we see 

what is going with the virus and the results of the Christmas break.  Our lower 

numbers in the past week or two seem to indicate that people are already 

choosing to be extra-cautious for the same reason.   
 

(January 5
th

)  The figures continue to rise: 60,961 new infections, yet another 

record, and 830 deaths almost twice the figure from yesterday - although that 

followed a weekend and the number could have been lower as a result.  It is said 

that at the moment as many as 1-in-50 people “in private households” [meaning 

not counting people in hospitals, care homes or other institutions which would 

make the ratio even higher] may be infected with the virus (1-in-30 in 

London)(1-in-60 in the N.E.).   

There is some concern being expressed about the rising levels of coronavirus 

infections amongst football players, but why is it a surprise?  The authorities 

pushed for a resumption of the season when the first lockdown ended, though 

playing without fans present.  Whatever other restrictions clubs impose, it 

seems glaringly obvious that players were becoming increasingly casual about 

contact with one another, hugging each other when a goal is scored, breathing in 

other players’ aerosol breath, and now we are seeing the results.  But still 

neither the authorities nor the government seem willing to call a halt to games 

as they did when the original lockdown began last year.   

And this is where people get frustrated.  If footballers (and others) can continue 

to play, why are fitness centres closed again?  Teachers are not allowed to meet 

up with family members outside of their household, but they can spend all day 

in a classroom full of kids to whom they not related.  People can meet up with 

six others in the street (or whatever the rule was before the lockdown), but they 

aren’t allowed to hug their own grandchildren.  And people are currently 

required by law to stay at home, and yet takeaways and coffee shops remain 

open encouraging people to leave home to patronize them.  If such policies are 

truly to do with not spreading the virus, then there really needs to be more 

consistency across the board, which should reduce the possibility of confusion 

but also the potential for people cutting corners – and there’s still a lot of that 

going on.  
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(January 8
th

)  It was reported in the press today that in North Yorkshire alone 

the police issued 355 fines to people between Dec 2
nd

 and January 5
th

 for 

breaking Covid laws.  334 were for illegal indoor gatherings, a half of those in 

Scarborough alone.  161 of the 355 fines were issued to people who travelled 

into North Yorkshire in defiance of the law not to travel.  As long as this self-

centred “No one will tell me what to do” attitude exists, lives will continue to be 

put at risk.  

There were 68,053 new Covid cases in the UK and 1325 deaths yesterday – the 

highest figures in a single day since the pandemic began. 
 

(January 9
th

)  Today is a Saturday – there are no shops open except 

supermarkets and takeaways, and yet there is a steady stream of traffic up and 

down the High Street despite the fact that we are under strict lockdown and no 

one is supposed to leave home except for essential reasons!  I really don’t think 

people are taking this lockdown anywhere near as seriously as they did the first 

one despite the fact that, if anything, there is currently more of a threat of 

infection.  Familiarity breeding contempt?    

It was reported that since March 30,000 fines have been issued by the police in 

England & Wales! – that many people disregarding the law and that doesn’t 

take into account the rest of the UK.   

Today’s figures for the UK hit an all-time high of over 3million cases of Covid 

since the pandemic began, with 59,937 new cases yesterday and 1,035 deaths 

(making a total of 80,868).  Health scientists are calling for even tougher 

restrictions be introduced to try to control the current rate of spread.  On the 

news it was said that while at the moment there are enough beds to meet the 

demand, there simply aren’t enough doctors and nurses. 
 

(January 11
th

)  With the country in such a critical condition so many experts are 

asking why we aren’t as restricted as we were during the original lockdown 

when things weren’t as bad as they are now.  Why are nurseries still open when 

primary schools are closed?  Why are children’s playgrounds still open?  Why 

are people still able to view houses they are considering buying when we are 

being urged to stay at home and not meet with others?  Why hasn’t the football 

season been suspended?  And, of course, churches are still allowed to be open.  

Has this government still not learned a lesson from a number of previous poor 

judgments and failure to act decisively and speedily?  Current infection rates are 

quite clearly not only the result of the new variant virus, but possibly also the 

consequence of the Christmas relaxation not being cancelled – which was 

predicted but was allowed to happen anyway for political popularity.   We are 

now paying the price and yet still the government is waffling.   
 

(January 12
th

)  Morrison’s and Sainsbury’s have said today that they may have 

to resort to employing security guards to stop people coming in who refuse to 

wear a face covering despite having no medical reason for not wearing 
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one…this in response to the verbal, and even physical, abuse their staff are 

being subjected to in trying enforce that requirement.  

Here we are in the middle of a pandemic which in this country is now more 

serious than it has ever been, and from my office I have just counted 30 people 

who have passed by on the High Street and not one of them was wearing a face 

mask – not one.  Why? - because it still isn’t mandatory as it is in some 

countries and as long as it isn’t people won’t do it despite common sense and 

simple precaution.  The stress seems to be placed on whether people are indoors 

in a shop or outdoors in the street, and that if they are outdoors then a mask isn’t 

necessary.  But if there are people around us even outdoors, how do we know 

we are not breathing in air infected by them?  I suspect we might be rather 

unpleasantly surprised if it was possible to see the rate of exchange of air 

between people even in an uncrowded situation.      

[I was looking on a reputable website at the opinions of medical and scientific 

experts on the subject of the effectiveness of wearing face masks outdoors, and 

some say it is important and others say it doesn’t make any difference.  Both 

opinions can’t be correct and surely, therefore, the wisest choice would be to err 

on the side of caution rather than risk?  After all there can be no harm in a 

wearing a face mask even if it was, in reality, unnecessarily, compared to the 

alternative of not doing so and then finding out we were wrong when we caught 

the virus.  Doctors, nurses and technicians working on Covid wards all wear 

face masks (or even hoods) because they are working in an environment where 

the concentration of the virus in the air is understandably high.  Therefore if the 

principle for them is that a face covering reduces, and hopefully prevents, the 

transmission of the virus, then why wouldn’t we take the same precaution when 

we go out, not having any idea whether the virus in the air we are breathing?  

For the sake of simply wearing a face mask, whether it’s entirely necessary or 

not, wouldn’t we want to be as protected as possible against the risk of infection 

until we are vaccinated?] 
 

(January 13
th

) Yesterday’s figures show an all-time daily high of 1,564 deaths in 

the UK – a sign, it was suggested, that the consequence of the Christmas 

relaxation is now being seen.  The observation is also being made that despite 

the current lockdown, there appears to be more people on the streets and more 

traffic on the roads compared to when the first lockdown was in force.   
 

(January 14
th

)  It was reported that football match officials would remind 

managers and team captains about social distancing protocols when celebrating 

goals, standards and practice having declined noticeably since the season began.  

Video footage on the news today showed that at last night’s matches those 

instructions were completely ignored.  (Watching a match a week later and 

players were still totally ignoring that supposed instruction).  This is what we 

are up against, and yet you can imagine the outcry if matches were cancelled 

due to the high infection rates.  
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(January 21
st
)  It was reported today that despite the lockdown the infection rate 

in the UK has continued to rise, but was down slightly today (37,892 from 

38,904 yesterday) and the number of deaths was also down (1290 from 1820 

yesterday).    

Amazingly Taiwan, with a population of 23.8million, has so far only had 870 

cases and just 7 deaths!  The BBC News website says: “Taiwan's impressive 

success in battling the coronavirus has been largely attributed to early and strict 

border controls, a ban on foreign visitors and mandatory quarantine for all 

Taiwanese returning home.  People have also proactively been wearing face 

masks, even before they were required to do so.”  So why didn’t we follow their 

example as soon as it was seen to be being successful?   Also New Zealand, 

with, admittedly, a population of just under 5million, has only recorded 35 

Covid deaths. 

At today’s press briefing, the Home Secretary announced increased fines (£800 

up from £100) for people attending illegal social gatherings, but then also 

included reference to a maximum fine for such events attended by more than 15 

people!  If the law bans any such events then any number of people attending is 

surely breaking the law and should be dealt with accordingly – no minimum 

levels.  What is wrong with this government, constantly tiptoeing around such 

issues instead of enforcing the law fully and without exception?  And then the 

police representative at the briefing went on to give examples of some of the 

incidents – in total defiance of the law and putting lives at risk – to which the 

police had been called.  In three of the examples, officers had actually been 

assaulted.  It’s a good job these people weren’t dealing with the police in any 

number of other countries where there would have been no explaining, no kid 

gloves, and no being held accountable in enforcing the law and especially if 

anyone had laid hands on a police officer.  
 

With road works and traffic lights just along from my house, traffic has been 

backed up on the road outside and I couldn’t help noticing the number of 

commercial vehicles with two people in the cab and neither of them wearing a 

face mask!   You would think their employers would insist on face coverings 

being worn, but more importantly you would think that common sense would 

prevail but it seems to be in short supply even in the middle of a lockdown.   
 

(January 22
nd

) A survey has shown that 38% of those who have tested positive 

for the virus didn’t self-isolate as they are required to do.  It was said that the 

main reason for this is people not being able to afford to be off-work while they 

are isolating.  That may well be the case, but breaking the law and putting other 

people’s lives at risk is hardly justified.  

Police in north London broke up a 400-strong wedding party being held in an 

ultra-orthodox Jewish community school.  Windows had been deliberately 

covered to try to conceal what was going on inside, and when police arrived 
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some guest fled the gathering.  The school said they employ a company to lease 

their hall – an agreement now terminated (but too late, obviously) - but how did 

the school authorities even allow such a situation?  Our parish hall hasn’t been 

available for hire since the start of the first lock down last March when all such 

facilities had to be closed. 
 

(January 26
th

)  Today UK Covid deaths passed the 100,000 mark – a sobering 

statistic – with almost a third of those deaths being in care homes.  A statistician 

from Cambridge University said that because of the different ways in which 

Covid deaths are recorded, we actually passed that official 100,000 mark 

perhaps two weeks ago but the numbers have only just worked through the 

system, and that the unofficial figure today is probably closer to 120,000.  In 

either event it is the highest total in Europe, and the fifth highest worldwide.  

Another expert talking today said that what we did to combat the virus has 

worked, and that without it the death toll would have been in the hundreds of 

thousands(!) - but that it was done too late.  
 

(January 28
th

) Two men in Leeds were fined £10,000 each for organising a huge 

snowball fight in a park in which hundreds of people took part.  Too bad they 

couldn’t have fined everyone involved for breaking the lockdown.  It just defies 

all understanding and explanation that there was such an example of civil 

disobedience and defiance of the law the very day after that horrendous death 

toll of 100,000 was reached and passed.  The sadness is that this is not an 

isolated example; this sort of defiance is going on all over the country all the 

time despite the increased fines.  It’s hard to believe that so many people think 

the world revolves around them and so they continue to do whatever they want 

regardless of the law.  How many people will die as a result of that snowball 

fight? 
 

(February 2
nd

)  The very sad news was announced this evening of the death of 

Captain Sir Tom Moore.  He had been hospitalized with pneumonia and had not 

been able to receive the vaccination because of the treatment he was receiving, 

but then tested positive for Covid.  During the first lockdown he walked 100 

laps of his garden with the aim of raising £1000 for the NHS, a figure that 

eventually became nearly £40million with Gift Aid as his story went worldwide.  

He was subsequently knighted by the Queen.  
 

Having been opposed to the obvious trend to replace the use of cash and 

cheques with electronic methods of paying for things, the thought occurs that as 

a result of trying to avoid handling money (because of the infection risk) I can’t 

remember the last time I paid for anything with cash – possibly not since the 

first lockdown began last year.  Is this going to be something else that will never 

be the same again?  
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(February 3
rd

)  The number of people in the UK vaccinated against the 

coronavirus passed the 10million mark today.   
 

(February 5
th

)  This time last month new cases were at a peak of 60,000,  

yesterday the number was down to 20,600.  Daily deaths were 930, rising to a 

peak of 1335 halfway through that period; yesterday they were down to 915.  

Hopefully this is a sign that the lockdown is working even though those 

numbers are still very high.  As of today almost one million more people have 

been vaccinated. 

It continues to mystify me how much traffic there continues to be passing 

through town considering everyone is supposed to be in lockdown and therefore 

only making essential trips, also how many cars and people are in town given 

that no shops are open except the supermarket and the coffee shops (of course).  

And then the powers-that-be wonder why the infection rate is still “worryingly 

high”!   

Mysteriously also is the fact that the PM has been under pressure to take steps 

to control the risk of variant viruses coming into the country by imposing a 

compulsory quarantine period in designated hotels for anyone entering the UK, 

and when he finally decided to take that step, he set February 15
th
 as the starting 

date – ten days from now – ten days of continued risk.  He still hasn’t learned 

his lesson from his past mistakes in not doing what needed to be done. 
 

*(February 9
th

)  Today I received my first vaccination, courtesy of Astra- 

Zeneca, one of just over 13million people who have received the vaccine to-

date.   
 

(February 10
th
)  While deaths continue to be high (1000 yesterday), infection 

rates are beginning to come down (13,000 yesterday), and the “R” number is 

down to between 0.7 and 0.9 (the lowest it has been since last July) hopefully a 

sign that the lockdown is having a positive effect.   

Today sees the start of a week of celebrations marking the Chinese New Year 

which was a major concern last year when millions of Chinese were travelling 

to celebrate with families.  It was estimated that some 5million people had left 

Wuhan before the authorities imposed a travel ban on January 23
rd

 – just two 

days before the New Year.  
 

It is now mid-February.  This time last year no one outside of medical science 

had even heard of Covid-19 and we were all going about our daily lives totally 

unaware of the worldwide pandemic that was about to strike.  Just one year 

later over 108million people worldwide are recorded as having contracted the 

virus (the figure is probably much higher) and tragically over 2.3million have 

died.  In the UK alone, 4million people have had the virus and 115,000 have 

died. 
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(February 15
th
)  The government met its target of vaccinating 15million people 

over the age of 70 (and others at risk) by today’s date, described as “an 

extraordinary and unprecedented national achievement”.  However, with 

younger age groups now being vaccinated, it surely won’t be possible to give 

the same number of people their second vaccination in the same period of time.   
 

(February 16
th
) 1.7million more people in the UK have been added to the 

2.2million already on the “shielding” list as a result of a reassessment of risk 

factors.  Why now and not a year ago wasn’t explained.  There continue to be 

positive signs of the effects of the vaccination programme.  In her statement to 

the Scottish parliament today, First Minister Nicola Sturgeon said: “Being able 

to get children back to education may mean the rest of us living with some other 

restrictions for longer.  So what matters most is a question we will have to ask 

ourselves often in the weeks ahead.”  

 The police continue to raid illegal social gatherings and fining people for 

contravening lockdown rules – so that attitude continues to be around.  Just 

24hrs after the new regulations came into effect for passengers arriving from 

any of the 33 “red list” countries, four people were stopped at Birmingham 

Airport today having failed to declare their country of origin.  The £10,000 fine 

was apparently not a deterrent, nor the possibility of 10yrs in prison for actually 

making a false declaration!  And on the news today there was a report of two 

men who travelled to the Lake District to go camping (disregarding the 

lockdown) and one of them becoming unwell necessitating calling out the local 

mountain rescue team one of whose members tragically fell 100m sustaining 

life-changing injuries – all because those two men broke the lockdown rules but 

all it cost them was £400 in fines.   
 

During the past year we have been inundated with a series of slogans designed 

to drive home the latest government policies and practices.  It began in March 

with stay home, protect the NHS, save lives.  In May it became stay alert, 

control the virus, save lives.  A month later, to promote hand-washing, face 

masks and social distancing, it was hands, face, space.  In August we had the 

rule of six, referring to the permitted limit of six people gathered socially, 

followed by eat out to help out when restaurants and pubs serving “a substantial 

meal” were allowed to reopen.  In January, when lockdown had to be 

reintroduced, the slogan went back to being stay home, protect the NHS, save 

lives.  The phrase following the science was in vogue for quite a while, but it has 

now changed to following the data, not the date – easing the current lockdown 

in stages as and when it was safe to do so rather than with an eye to the 

approaching Easter holidays in this case.   
 

(February 18
th
)  The number of new infections is still stubbornly high, however 

deaths were 454, down from 738 yesterday and 799 the day before.   
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(February 21
st
)  Commenting on a news item today that Israel plans to introduce 

a vaccine “passport”, a doctor interviewed in Edinburgh made the very valid 

point that one of the main drawbacks of such a system is the possibility of 

people being vaccinated so that they can be admitted to pubs and clubs and 

restaurants and so on - in other words having the vaccine for purely self-centred 

reasons rather than to help protect other people by playing their part in bringing  

the virus under control.  (I would have thought that a more immediate issue 

would be the fact that as soon as any country introduces such a “passport”, it is 

inevitable that somebody is going to find a way of forging them.)  All the public 

school educated PM could contribute was a comment that this sort of ID card 

system wasn’t the British way of doing things.   
 

(February 22
nd

)  Today he announced the steps by which the current lockdown 

will be eased in England, steps he insists will be irreversible provided 

conditions are met at each stage with regard to the rate of infections and deaths.  

Each step will be separated by five weeks – four for assessment and a fifth to 

allow time for any adjustments that may be necessary:  Step 1: from March 8
th

 

- all schools will reopen, outdoor gatherings or two households will be 

permitted, and outdoor sports facilities will reopen.  Step 2: from April 12
th

 – 

non-essential retail and personal care businesses, outdoor hospitality, indoor 

leisure facilities, and most outdoor settings can reopen.  Step 3: from May 17
th

 

– most outdoor social contact rules will be lifted, mixed outdoor gatherings 

limited to two households will be permitted, (?from the 29
th

) indoor hospitality 

will be allowed with “rule of 6” limits, hotels may be able to reopen and foreign 

holidays begin, and performance/sports events will be permitted with limits.  

Step 4: from June 21
st
 - all limits on social contact will be removed, all sectors 

and large events still closed will reopen, and limits will be lifted on weddings 

and other ‘life events’.    
 

(February 26
th
)  Numbers continue to fall:  8,523 new cases yesterday and 345 

deaths.  The ‘R’ number has remained between 0.6 & 0.9.  (Just over 19million 

people have now been vaccinated.)  
 

(March 4
th
) It was reported today that anti-vaccination literature had been 

widely distributed in Hartlepool – something that is also going on across the 

UK.  It’s almost impossible to understand, much less explain, the motivation of 

these so-called “anti-vaxxers”.  If, as individuals, they don’t want to be 

vaccinated that’s up to them, no one is forcing anyone, but what is their 

motivation for trying to persuade other people not to be vaccinated?  Why is it 

any of their concern?   
 

(March 5
th
) 6,573 new cases yesterday; 242 deaths; and over 21 million people 

vaccinated.  The person who tested positive for the Brazilian strain of the virus 

but then couldn’t be contacted because they hadn’t filled out the form correctly 

was finally traced, but very little has been said as to why they failed to provide 
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the required information and what, if any, the consequences will be for them.  

Also how did the immigration people at Heathrow not pick up on the 

“incorrectly completed” form which resulted in the variant being “at large” for a 

week!      
 

(March 9
th
)  Following yesterday’s slight relaxation of some restrictions 

(schools reopening, people being allowed to meet up with one other person 

outdoors socially distanced, and care home residents being allowed a designated 

visitor in PPE) today we reopened our church after being closed for the last two 

months.  Meanwhile the Scottish First Minister has condemned Glasgow 

Rangers fans for gathering in their thousands to celebrate the club winning the 

Premiership title, sadly proving yet again that people will do just what they 

please despite the lockdown restrictions and the risk to lives. 
 

(March 10
th
)  Following schools reopening there were reports in the press today 

of parents threatening legal action against head teachers if their children were 

made to wear face masks in school(!) - sadly, yet again, the “I have rights” 

attitude in this country.  The face mask policy is for everyone’s protection, but, 

like school uniform policy, if parents don’t agree with what their children are 

required to wear, then they are free to take their children elsewhere.   
 

(March 11
th
)  It is one year ago today that the World Health Organisation first 

declared the coronavirus a global pandemic.  
 

(March 13
th
)  The mystery of Yarm High Street, Saturday afternoon, continues – 

why so many people are in town wandering around, and car parking quite full, 

when there are no shops open (except the supermarket and the coffee shops) and 

everyone is supposed to be staying at home to save spreading the virus.  And, of 

course, practically no one is wearing a face mask and almost everyone is 

walking a dog.  All these dogs are going to be as happy as the rest of us when 

these virus restrictions are eventually lifted and people don’t have to pretend to 

be exercising or dog-walking anymore.    
 

March 23
rd

 will mark the one-year anniversary of the first UK-wide lockdown 

that was put in place to try to combat the spread of the coronavirus.  On that 

date just 335 people in the UK had died from the virus; as I write this, just a 

week short of that anniversary, the number of deaths stands at around 

126,000.  Those who have lost their lives to the virus will be remembered with 

a minute’s silence at midday on the 23rd, and people are also being asked to 

“shine a light” on their doorsteps or in their windows at 8pm.  May they rest 

in peace.   

 

*          *          * 


